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Mobility Programme

In accordance with an agreement reached by the National Natural Science Foundation
of China (NSFC) and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German
Research Foundation) and endorsed by the Joint Committee of the Sino-German
Center for Research Promotion (SGC), the SGC will continue to launch a call for

proposals of Mobility Programme in 2021.

| Programme Information

1. Objective

The “Mobility Programme” facilitates bilateral cooperation between a research team in
China and a research team in Germany by funding multiple visits (up to 3 months per
visit) and small-scale workshops over a period of 36 months. The aim of the
programme is, to build up an active collaboration between groups from both countries
on a longer timescale to work together in small research projects and this way to
prepare a long term collaboration (for example in form of common applications in the

calls for bilateral scientific projects between NSFC and DFG).

2. Subjects covered

All fields of natural sciences are covered, including but not limited to the life sciences,

medical sciences, engineering sciences and management sciences.

3. Implementation period

The implementation period for mobility projects approved in response to this call will

be from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2025.
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4. Eligibility

Applicants must be researchers based at a Chinese/German university or research

institution.

® Applicants from Germany must have completed their research training by
obtaining a doctorate and be eligible to apply for funding from the DFG. Proposals
may not generally be submitted by persons working at an institution that is not
non-profit, at a government-run institution or at one that does not permit the

immediate publication of research findings in a generally accessible form.

® Applicants from China must be a PI or participant in a NSFC grant (ongoing or
already completed) with a duration of at least 3 years. The Chinese applicant’s
support organization must have registered at the NSFC. Lindau alumni previously
supported by the Sino-German Center for Research Promotion but without an

NSFC grant at the time of submission are also eligible to apply.

® Applicants who have already served as Pls on the SGC’s 3-year-projects are not

eligible to apply for this program.

Please contact the Head Office of the Sino-German Center if you have specific

guestions.

5. Funding

Funding is granted in the form of standard allowances. Please observe the Sino-

German-Center’s guidelines for the usage of funds (nthhinese /'T)-;German).

The projects need to have a specific topic and should bring together researchers
especially qualified in this field. The projects should be applied for by one research
team in China and one research team in Germany, each led by the applicant, to
facilitate bilateral cooperation. The exchange visits may take place in China and in

Germany.


http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/cn_forderung/cn_download/cn_download_ruf/201711/P020200819344733800468.pdf
http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/de/forderung/download/download_ruf/201711/P020210226385448544643.pdf
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The Sino-German Center covers domestic and international travel expenses, catering

and hotel accommodation costs, conference room expense according to its funding
| POF I | PoF

S S X
rates for research stays ( Chinese /  German), and __ for workshops to be held

in China and Germany. If additional items that are not covered by these funding rates

(e.g. expenses for scientific excursions, visa-application related costs) are applied for,
these have to be mentioned separately and explicitly justified. Details about the

planned exchange visits must be specified in the proposal.

A maximum of 1.5 million RMB (or equivalent sum of euros) per project for multiple
exchange visits and workshops would be provided to both Chinese and German teams
to be completed within three years. The SGC will award a maximum of 50 grants in

this call.

Framework conditions:

® The duration of a mobility project is three years. It will include multiple visits by
multiple scientists (early career scientists’ involvement is encouraged) from each

side every year and small-scale workshops.
® The visits can take place in China and Germany.

® The total number of research visits from both China and Germany should be based
on the need for academic exchange and fall within the budget of up to a total of

1.5 million RMB (or equivalent sum of euros) per project including both sides.

® Each participant for whom funding is requested should contribute actively to the

mobility project and his/her role must be described in the proposal.

® The applicants should outline in detail the exchange plan for each year including
the length of visits, outgoing and/or incoming scientists’ names and the anticipated

research contents for each visit and fill in the budget table in good faith.


http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/cn_forderung/cn_download/cn_download_ruf/201510/P020200819344711366637.pdf
http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/de/forderung/download/download_ruf/201510/P020200915459273997171.pdf
http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/file/202107/P020210701430371840487.pdf
http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/file/202107/P020210701430371840487.pdf
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6. Submission

The Chinese applicant and the German applicant should submit a single joint proposal
after in-depth and full consultation. The proposal must be written in English, and its
format and the information provided must be in accordance with the “application form

for Mobility Programme” as provided in attachment 2.

Other Submission requirements:

Please note that proposals submitted in this call must follow the guidelines outlined in

this document.

For all participants, short CVs have to be included in the proposal application form.

Good scientific practice

In their work on the scientific project applicants are obliged to adhere to the principles
of good scientific practice. Scientific results must be published in a generally accessible

form following international standards.

Ethical issues: Research that involves experiments on animals and/or humans must
be conducted in such a way that is in accordance with the laws and regulations in each
country. If the project involves tests on humans or on material taken from humans will
form part of the project, the applicants, need to submit a statement from the appropriate
ethics committee/ relevant authorities with the proposal. This should be requested as
early as possible to avoid unnecessary delays. For the German side, this statement
needs to be provided before the final funding decision is made at the latest. If the

project involves Informed Consent, the relevant regulations must be followed.

Data management and transfer of materials: Collection and exchange of data and
materials must be in strict compliance with the funding agencies terms and the

legislation in effect in the respective countries.

Collaboration Agreement: The Chinese applicant and the German applicant should
also sign a Mobility Program Collaboration Agreement in which they reach a

4
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consensus on issues such as the collaboration content, exchange plan and
intellectual property. This agreement (sample copy is provided in attachment 3) is
supposed to be submitted when the proposal has been granted funding and before

the first instalment is transferred to the institutions.

7. Deadline

Proposals must be submitted as searchable PDF files (generated from the WORD

application form) and named according to the following pattern:
Mobility2021-ChinesePILastName-GermanPlLastname.pdf .

Proposals must be submitted by 18:00 Beijing time on September 17®, 2021.
Proposals submitted later than that time will be declined. Please ensure that the

attached file(s) do not exceed a total size of 15 MB.


mailto:mobility@sinogermanscience.org.cn
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8. Others

Evaluation
Proposals will be evaluated in a peer-review process based on the following criteria:

® Academic merit of the project

® Feasibility of the exchange plan
® Qualification of the applicants and the team members, their track record and the

premises of previous work
® Potential for future cooperation
® Involvement of early career scientists

® Anticipated achievements

Obligations

The submission of a written report annually of the usage of fund for the previous year
is the prerequisite for eligibility for further funding (i.e. the 2" and 3" year) by the Sino-
German Center. Within eight months after completion of the funding measure, the
Sino-German Center expects a written project report and an accounting-of-funds
report signed by both applicants by using the forms provided by the Sino-German

Center.

Both applicants must notify the Sino-German Center in writing of any major changes
in relation to the details of the mobility projects as outlined in the proposal. Both
applicants would be given the freedom to make small changes in relation to the details

of the mobility projects without prior consent from the Sino-German Center.


mailto:bijinshun@sinogermanscience.org.cn
mailto:shenjiabin@sinogermanscience.org.cn
mailto:Muenchau@sinogermanscience.org.cn
mailto:ylva.schuberth@sinogermanscience.org.cn
mailto:zhangnan@sinogermanscience.org.cn
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Mobility 2021 —

Supplementary Information for Applicants

HOW TO COMPLETE THE PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM

The Reference and Submission Date fields (top right corner of the first page) will be filled by the SGC.

Project Title and Dates

Project Title:

Indicate a title, not longer than 200 characters (including blanks) and
understandable to the layperson (i.e. someone not a specialist in your field).

IMB&/#R:

Project Title in Chinese

Starting and Ending Dates:

Please state the anticipated start and ending dates of the project.

Personal Details of the Applicants

Title

Please choose one of the following:
Prof, Dr, Mr, Mrs, or Ms

Current occupation

Gender

[Female(F)/Male(M)]
This information is required for statistical and mailing purposes. Indicate F or
M as appropriate

Date of birth

Please specify your date of birth using the format (DD/MM/YYYY).

ORCID identifier (Optional)

If you have an ORCID number please enter it here
(an example is 0000-0002-1825-0097).

Institutional or
organisational affiliation

Name of your University/Research Institute/ Organization

Department Name of your Department/Faculty/School/Laboratory

City

Area code

Street

Office phone Please insert the full phone number including country and city/area code.
Mobile phone Please insert the full phone number including country and city/area code.
Fax Please insert the full number including country and city/area code.

E-mail address

Please give your institutional E-Mail address

Previous Funding and Scientific Area of Proposed Research

Previous funding from the
NSFC/DFG:

Please list, in reverse chronological order, the details of the NSFC (applicants
from China) or DFG (applicants from Germany) grants where you have served
(or are currently serving) as Principal Investigator

(year, Title, Reference Number).

Previous funding by NSFC is an obligatory prerequisite for applicants from
China.

Lindau Alumnus/ Alumna

(Applicants from China) If you are an Alumnus or Alumna of the SGC Lindau
Programme, please give the year of your participation.

Project Classification

Indicate your choice with an “X”. Note that you can choose only one Scientific
Area.

Scientific Proposal, Research Team Members, Requested Funding and Declaration

1. | Summary of the
overall project

20 lines maximum, use Times New Roman 10pt font, single-spaced

IMBEHE &% 400 F, RARKF/NUS, BETIE
Keywords: In addition, please enter free text keywords that you consider to characterise

the scope of your research proposal.
There is a limit of 200 characters.

KA

RN P B R S G




General description

General description of the overall project, emphasizing the role and
motivation of each side, their intended interaction and the anticipated added
value

One page maximum, use Times New Roman 10pt font, single-spaced

Premises of the
Cooperation

This and the following section (Scientific Contribution) have a combined
maximum length of 10 pages (Times New Roman 10pt font, single-spaced)

Scientific Contribution

This and the previous section (Premises of the Cooperation) have a combined
maximum length of 10 pages (Times New Roman 10pt font, single-spaced)

Overview on the
participating
scientists

This section contains two tables — one for participants from China and one for
participants from Germany. Each Table may be extended to account for a
larger number of team members.

Costs

Please calculate the workshop costs and research visit costs according to the

funding rates detailed in the documents provided on our webpage

GER: http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/de/forderung/download/

CN: http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/cn_forderung/cn_download/

and fill in the tables.

- Hosting costs for workshops and research visits are granted to the hosting
side; only travelling costs are granted to the travelling side.

- If you need other costs to be covered, please list them separately and
justify them explicitly.

- Please use our colour-coded tables in red and blue to differentiate
between funding required for the Chinese side (in RMB) and funding
required for the German side (in EUR).

Short CVs

Please use the template provided for the short CVs of all participants, i.e. the
applicants and all team members.

One-page maximum for each participant

Please organize the CVs in the same order as the Overview of the participating
scientists given under no. 5.

Declaration

(see below for the specific instructions)

How TO SUBMIT THE PROPOSAL

1)

2)

Proposals must be submitted to the following email address:
mobility@sinogermanscience.org.cn

Please send us the proposal as searchable PDF (converted from WORD document — no scans,

please; maximum file size: 15MB) and use the following naming convention:
Mobility2021-<Chinese Pl Family Name>-<German Pl Family Name>.pdf

Example: Mobility2021-Wang-Schmitz.pdf

Please note that after submission via email, three copies of the application form (final version)
must be printed out. The Declaration of the last page needs to be signed by both applicants
(electronic signature allowed for applicants from Germany). The three hard copies of the
proposal must be sealed by Chinese applicant’s support organization, and mailed to the
Sino-German Center for Research Promotion

(Address: No. 83, Shuangqing Road, Haidian District, Beijing, China, postal code 100085).



http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/de/forderung/download/
http://sinogermanscience.dfg.nsfc.cn/cn/cn_forderung/cn_download/
mailto:mobility2021@sinogermanscience.org.cn



